Comparative Report of Local Government

Demographic and Tax Data

For the year ended June 30, 2002

We have added some new data to the electronic version of the Comparative Report this year.  The additional variables may assist users in performing analyses of the local government revenues and expenditures.  We would like to hear any feedback you have regarding this additional data.  Please send your comments to Kim Via, e-mail kwvia@apa.state.va.us.

A brief definition and source reference for each data element are included below.  You may contact the applicable source to obtain additional information including other possible measurements.  We caution users not to base conclusions solely on this report’s data.  Fiscal measures for local governments can vary for many reasons including efficiency of operations, scope and quality of programs, and demographics of populations served.

Source and Definition of Data Elements

Populations for the cities and counties are from the U.S. Census Bureau 2002 population estimates.  Town populations represent the revised 2000 U.S. Census.  Town population estimates are not available.

Land Area presented in square miles is from the U.S. Census Bureau, 2000 Census.

Population density is population divided by land area.

Median household income for 1998 is from the U.S. Census Bureau.  The household income includes income from all sources for the householder and all other individuals 15 years and over.  The median income is determined by dividing the income distribution into two equal parts.

Unemployment rates are the annual averages for calendar year 2001.  The data is from the Virginia Employment Commission (VEC).  The rate is based on the portion of the civilian labor force that is unemployed.  VEC uses the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics’ (BLS) methodology for calculating the rate.  Per BLS, the civilian labor force includes all persons in the civilian noninstitutional population classified as either employed or unemployed.

Average Daily Membership (ADM) in Public Schools for the 2001-02 school year are from the State Superintendent of Public Instruction’s annual report.  They include K-12, special education, and post-graduate membership, but they exclude pre-kindergarten and pupils in local programs such as vocational and alternative education centers.  For purposes of ADM, Bedford City is included as part of Bedford County.  Emporia City is included as part of Greenville county.  Fairfax City is included as part of Fairfax County.  James City County is included as part of Williamsburg City.

Revenue capacity per capita rank scores are from the Commission on Local Government's Report on the Comparative Revenue Capacity, Revenue Effort, and Fiscal Stress of Virginia's Counties and Cities, for fiscal year 2000.  The Commission determines the revenue capacity scores for each locality based on the Representative Tax System methodology.  This approach looks at certain resource bases that indicate aspects of private-sector affluence that local governments can draw on to help finance their program objectives.  The statistical measure identifies the revenue that a given locality could expect from its various resource bases at statewide average rates of return.   The Commission’s report includes actual revenue capacity scores and additional information.

Composite fiscal stress rank scores are from the Commission on Local Government’s Report on the Comparative Revenue Capacity, Revenue Effort, and Fiscal stress of Virginia’s Counties and Cities, for fiscal year 2000.  The Commission determines a fiscal stress index score for each locality.  The index utilizes jurisdictional measures representing (1) the level of revenue capacity per capita for the fiscal year, (2) the degree of revenue effort over the same period, and (3) the magnitude of median adjusted gross income.  The fiscal stress index scores are ranked from lowest to highest fiscal stress.

Real estate tax rates for the 2000 tax year are from the Department of Taxation.  The nominal tax rates levied are per $100 of assessed real estate value.  Other tax rates that may assist in governmental comparisons are available from the Weldon Cooper Center for Public Service.

Real estate taxable valuations for the 2000 tax year are from the Department of Taxation’s fiscal year 2001 Annual Report.

